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NOTES ON THE BIRDS OF WESTMORELAND COUNTY, PENNA. 
BY CHAS. H. TOWNSEND. 

Local lists have added so much to our knowledge of the range 
and distribution of birds, that the following notes are submitted 
as a contribution to the general fund of information. The species 
enumerated represent perhaps not more than two-thirds of the 
actual bird fauna of Westmoreland County. Many more might 
probably be added, but 1 wish to restrict this list to those birds 
identified with certainty, and have given only such as have come 
under my personal notice, not having enjoyed the advantage of 
comparing notes with a fellow-naturalist. 

No special effort was made to find new birds, and this catalogue, 
merely the result of observations jotted down from time to time 
in my note-book, is very incomplete. It is hoped that its present 
publication will call forth additional information, so that a supple- 
mental paper may appear in the future. 

Not having been a constant resident of the county since com- 
mencing to note the birds, I could not always collect at the most 
fruitful seasons, consequently a large number of migratory birds 
have escaped notice. The district being wooded and hilly, there 
are no very extensive marshes to harbor rail, snipe and other 
swamp-loving birds. I feel confident that the number of water- 
birds in general will hereafter be largely increased. 

My rambles were mainly in the central portions of the county, 
along the Loyalhanna Creek, and in the vicinity of Latrobe, on 
the line of the Penna. R. R. The Chestnut Ridge, a range of the 
Alleghenies, extending through the S. E. part of Westmoreland, 
is covered with heavy forests, and furrowed by deep wild ravines. 
Many rare wood-birds doubtless lurk in these secluded spots, and 
remain to be discovered by any one diligent enough to make the 
search. 

I may add that I have seldom taken a tramp through the forests 
of Chestnut Ridge without seeing or shooting one or more birds 
new to the region. 

The species are arranged according to the second edition of 
T)r. Coues' Check List. 
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TURDID.3E. 

1. Turdus migratorius. Robin. 

A common and familiar bird. Stragglers are occasionally seen 
in winter. Breeds abundantly. 

2. Tardus mostelinus. Wood Thrush. 

Common in dense woods. An excellent songster, but not equal 
to the Brown Thrush. 

3. Turdus fuscescens. Wilson's Thrush. 
Not very common. 

4. Turdus unalascae nanus. Hermit Thrush. 
An inhabitant of retired woods. 

5. Mimus carolinensis. Cat-bird. 

An abundant summer resident ; breeds. 

6. Harporhynchus rufus. Brown Thrush. 
Common ; nests in thickets and brush-heaps. 

SAXICOLIDJE. 

7. Sialia sialis. Blue-bird. 

Common summer resident ; nests freely in artificial bird-boxes 
near houses. 

SYLVIID-S!. 

8. Begulus calendula. Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 

This and the next species are frequent in spring and fall. 

9. Begulus satrapa. Golden-crested Kinglet. 

10. Polioptila Cffirulea. Blue-gray Gnatcatchcr. 

Have taken but one specimen. 

PAHID^S. 

11. Lophophanes bicolor. Tufcd Titmouse. 

Common ; noticed oftener in winter than in summer. 

12. Parus atricapillus. Black-capped Chickadee. 

Associates with the last. 

SITTIOffi. 

13. Sitta carolinensis. White-bellied Nut-hatch. 

Resident, quite common. The Nut-hatches and smaller Wood- 
peckers are indifferently known as " sap-suckers " in this region. 

14. Sitta canadensis. Red-bellied Nut-hatch. 

Seen occasionally in spring. 

CEB.THID.ai. 

15. Certhia familiaris. Brown Creeper. 
A shy inhabitant of the woods. 
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TBOGLODYTIDJE. 

16. Troglodytes domesticus. House Wren. 

Apparently not common. A pair nested on a beam in our 
cellar, in 1880, and remained with their brood until the latter part 
of July. 

17. Anorthura troglodytes biemalis. Winter Wren. 

Resident ; frequently seen in winter in ravines and thickets. 

13. Telmatodytes palustris. Long-billed Marsh Wren. 

Seldom seen ; inhabits reedy swamps. 

SYLVICOLID^!. 

19. Mniotilta varia. Black-and-white Creeper. 

Occasionally seen in summer. 

20. Dendrceoa aestiva. Summer Warbler. 

Common in spring and summer. 

21. Dendrceoa virens. Black-throated Green Warbler. 
Migratory. 

22. Dendrceoa ocerulesoens. Black-throated Blue Warbler. 
Migratory. 

23. Dendrceoa ooronata. Yellow-rumped Warbler. 
Migratory ; common. 

24. Dendrceoa blaokburnse. Blackburn's Warbler. 
Common during spring migrations. 

25. Dendrceoa striata. Black-poll Warbler. 
Migratory. 

26. Dendrceoa castanca. Bay-breasted Warbler. 

Saw several in the spring of 1881. 

27. Siurus aurioapillus. Golden-crowned Thrush. 

Rather common in damp woods ; remarkable for its oven-shaped 
nest on the ground. 

28. Siurus motacilla. Large-billed Water Thrush. 

Have seen it twice in a rocky ravine in Chestnut Ridge. 

29. Geothlypis trichas. Maryland Yellow-throat. 

Summer resident ; common in briar patches and dense thickets. 

30. Myiodiootes canadensis. Canadian Flycatching Warbler. 

Migratory ; taken but once. 

31. Setophaga rutioilla. Redstart. 
Not common. 

TANAGRIDiE. 

32. Fyranga rubra. Scarlet Tanager. 
Summer resident ; common. 
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HIRUNDINID-SJ. 

33. Hirundo erythrogastra horreorum. Barn Swallow. 
Common. 

34. Petroohelidon ranifrons. Cliff or Eave Swallow. 

Breeds abundantly. 

35. Steleidoptcryx serripemis. Rough-winged Swallow. 

Have a single specimen, which I shot near Youngstown. 

36. Progne subis. Purple Martin. 

Very common ; breeds freely in bird-houses in the villages. 
AMPELID-ffil. 

37. Ampelis cedroium. Ce 'ar Waxwing: Cherry-bird. 

Quite common, especially when cherry-trees are in fruit. 
VIB.EONID.SI. 

38. Vireo olivaceus. Red-eyed Greenlet. 

Common in orchards and groves. 

39. Vireo solitar us. Blue-he ided Greenlet. 

Apparently migratory. 

LANIIDJE. 

40. Lanius borealis. (it. Northern Shrike ; Butcher-bird. 

Very rare ; I have seen it near Latrobe. 
FRINGILI.IDJE. 

41. Passer domesticus. House Sparrow ; European Sparrow. 

This irrepressible foreigner has established himself in our towns 
and villages, to the total exclusion of native songsters. 

42. Carpodacus purpureus. Purple Finch. 

Not common ; have seen but few individuals, and those in 
spring. Probably only migratory here. 

43. Astragalinus tristis. Am. Goldfinch; Th'stle-bird. 

Summer resident ; abundant ; breeds. 

44. Plecrrophanes nivalis. Snow Bunting. 

One of my friends described to me a flock of birds which he 
saw flying about the fields during very severe weather in Jan., 
1881, which, from his description, must have been Snow Buntings. 

45. Pocecetes gramineu-. Grass Finch. 
Common ; breeds. 

46. Melospiza paluatri . Swamp Sparrow. 
Common. 

47. Melospiza fjsciata. Song Sparrow. 

Common ; breeds. 
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48. Junoo hiemalis Snow-bird. 
Common in winter. 

49. Spizella montioola. Tree Sparrow. 

Common in winter. 

50. Spizella domestiea. Chipping Sparrow; Chippy. 

Summer resident ; very common, nesting in garden bushes. 

51. Spizella ag restis Field Sparrow. 

Common in summer. 

52. Zonotrichia albioollis. White-throated Sparrow. 

Not common. 

53. Zonotriohia leuoophrys. White-crowned Sparrow. 

Not common. 

54. Passerella ilisca. Fox Sparrow. 

Rather rare ; occasionally seen late in autumn. 

55. Zamelodia ludoviciana. Rose-breasted Grosbeak. 

Uncommon ; have taken occasional specimens in midsummer in 
the forests of Chestnut Ridge. 

56. Passerina oyanea. Indigo-bird. 
Common summer resident. 

57. Cardinalis virginiana. Cardinal Grosbeak ; Red-bird. 

Frequent both in summer and winter; have seen numbers of 
them in Chestnut Ridge, where they probably breed, as I have seen 
quite young birds there. One which I crippled by a shot in the 
wing, lived in a cage for more than a year and became an accom- 
plished whistler. 

58. Pipilo erythrophthalmug. Chewink ; Ground Robin. 

Common everywhere, in bushes and hedges. 

ICTERIDJE. 

59. Dolichonyx oryzivorus. Bobolink. 

Summer resident ; gregarious in the fall migrations. 

60. Molothrus ater. Cow-bird. 

Yery common in summer ; I have seen its eggs in nests of the 
Indigo-bird and Chipping Sparrow. 

61. Agelseus phoenioeus. Red-winged Blackbird. 

Breeds plentifully. 

62. Sturnella magna. Meadow Lark. 

Abundant ; breeds regularly, gregarious in the fall. Have seen 
stragglers in midwinter. 

63. Icterus spurius. Orchard Oriole. 

Not common. 
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64. Icterus galbula. Baltimore Oriole; Hang-nest. 

A familiar bird in summer. A pair nested regularly for several 
seasons in the same tree near our door. 

60. Scolecophagus ferrugineus. Rusty Grackle. 

Common. 

66. Quiscalus purpureus. Crow Blackbird. 

Common everywhere. 

CORVIDJE. 

67. Corvus oorax. Raven. 

Old residents report a "crow" of very large size, as once com- 
mon. It was doubtless the Raven. 

68. Corvus frugivorus. Common Crow. 

Breeds regularly. 

69. Cyanociita cristata. Blue Jay. 

Resident throughout the year ; common. 

TYKANNIDJE. 

70. Tyrannus carolinensis. King-bird: "Bee-bird." 

Summer resident ; common ; much persecuted by bee-keepers, 
who imagine it is destructive to bees. 

71. Myiarchus crinitus. Gt. Crested Flycatcher. 

Not as common as the last. 

72. Sayiomis fusca. Pewee. 

Very common ; has nested under the eaves of our porch fre- 
quently. 

7IS. Contopus virens. Wood Pewee. 

Quite common in woodlands. 

CAPRIMULGID^. 

74. Antrostomus vooiferus. Whip-poor-will. 

Common in summer; a bird often heard after nightfall, but 
seldom seen. 

75. Chordediles popetue. Xight-hawk. 

Very common in summer ; confounded with the last by many 
persons; but, unlike it, the Night-hawk soars high in the air ; both 
species nest on the ground. 

CYPSELID.S!. 

76. Chsetura pelasgica. Chimney Swift. 

Common ; have seen numbers of them circling about tall chim- 
neys, where the}' had nests. 
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TROCHILID^l. 

77. Trochilus oolubris. Ruby-throated Humming-bird. 

Quite common ; I once found a nest containing eggs, near Beatty 
Station, P. R. R. 

ALCEDINIDJB. 

78. Ceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher. 

Common ; breeds regularly ; have seen stragglers as late as 
Dec. 20, when all streams were frozen. 

CUCULIDJE. 

79. Coccygus erythrophthalmus. Black-billed Cuckoo. 
Common ; breeds. 

80. Cocoygus americanus. Yellow-billed Cuckoo. 

More common than the last ; usually called Rain-bird by 
schoolboys. 

PICIDiE. 

81. Hylotomus pileatus. Pileated Woodpecker. 

Occasionally seen in heavy-timbered localities. 

82. Pious villosus. Hairy Woodpecker. 

Resident ; common. 

83. Picus pubesoens. Downy Woodpecker. 

Resident ; quite common. 

84. Sphyropicus varius. Yellow-bellied Woodpeoker. 

Apparently not common. 

85. Centurus oarolinus. Red-bellied Woodpecker. 

Rather common. 

86. Melanerpes erythroeephalus. Red headei Woodpecker. 

Abundant. 

87. Colaptes auratus. Flicker; Golden-winged Woodpecker. 

Very common summer resident. 

STBIGIDiE. 

88. Bubo virginianus. Gt. Horned Owl. 
A common resident. 

89. Scops asio. Screech Owl. 

Resident, very common. 

90. Striz nebulosa. Barred Owl. 

Resident, common. 

91. Nyctea scandiaca. Snowy Owl. 

Very rare. 
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FALCONID-Sl. 

92. Acoipiter fuscus. Sharp-shinned Hawk : Pigeon Hawk. 

Not as common as the next species. 

93. Acoipiter oooperi. Cooper's Hawk. 
Common ; have taken its nest. 

94. Faloo sparvorius. Sparrow Hawk. 
Ye.ry common ; breeds. 

95. Buteo borealis. Red-tailed Ruziard ; Chicken Hawk. 

Common ; breeds. 

96. Buteo lineatus. Red-shouldered Buzzard. 

Rather common. 

97. Archibuteo lagopus sancti-johannis. Am. Rough-legged Buzzard; Black Hawk. 

Very rare. A specimen was shot near Latrobe, in the spring of 
1879, by Mr. Edgar Chambers. If I remember rightly, the bird 
was perfectly black. 

98. Pandiin haliaetus. i'ish Hawk ; Osprey. 

Rare ; I saw a specimen which was shot in the Loyalhanna 
Creek, near Latrobe, in 1879. Have seen specimens shot on the 
Allegheny River, at the N. W. boundary of Westmoreland Co. 

99. Haliaetus leucocephalus. Bald Eagle. 

Occasional specimens have been taken. Fragments of one are 
in my possession. 

CATHARTID.ffi!. 

100. Cathar es aura. Turkey Buzzard. 

Very rare ; formerly common, according to the statements of 
old residents. Have seen several in an adjoining county. 

COLUMBIDiE. 

101. Ectopistes migratorius. Wild Pigeon. 

Migratory ; appears in immense flocks in some seasons, 

102. Zenaidura carolinensis. Carolina Dove; *' Turtle Dove." 
Breeds regularly ; abundant. 

MELEAGBIDiE. 

103. Meleagris gallipavo amerioana. Wild Turkey. 

Resident ; no longer common ; a few are killed in the mountains 
every year. 

TETBAONID.E. 

104. Bonasa umbella. Ruffled tirouse; " Pheasant." 

A well-known game-bird ; resident, common. 

105. Ortyz virginianus. Quail ; " Bob-white." 

Resident, common ; neither this nor the last species as abundant 
as in former years. 
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CHARADRIIDiE. 

106. JEgialites vociferus. Killdeer Plover. 

Summer resident ; abundant. 

SCOLOPACIDjE. 

107. Philohela minor. Woodcock. 

Common ; have seen it as early as March 13. 

108. Gallinago wilsoni. Snipe. 

Summer resident. 

109. Tringoide* maoularius. Spotted Sandpiper. 
Common in summer ; breeds. 

ARDEIDJE. 

110. Ardea herodias. Gt. Blue Heron. 

Migratory, occasional ; have two specimens in my collection, 
shot on the Loyalhanna Creek. 

111. Herodias egretta. Gt. White Egret. 
Migratory ; irregular. 

112. Butorides viresoens. Green Heron. 

Quite common in summer ; breeds. 

113. Botaurus mugitans. Bittern. 

Not common ; have one specimen shot by Mr. J. C. Head, of 
Latrobe. 

RALLIDJE. 

114. Rallus virginianus. Virginia Rai'. 

Summer visitant. 

115. Porzana oarolina. Carolina Rail ; Sora. 

Mr. G. N. Beckwith, of Latrobe, reports it common. Mr. G. 
H. Adams, agent of the P. R. R., gave me the only specimen I 
have seen in Westmoreland. It was found in a freight-car at 
Beatty Station. 

116. Fulioa americana. Coot; "Mud Hen." 

Rather common. 

ANATID.2E. 

117. Cygnus columbianus. Am. Swan. 

Occasionally shot on the Loyalhanna Creek. 

118. Bernicla canadensis. Wild Goose. 
Migratory ; rather common. 

1 19. Anas bosoas Mallard Duck. 

Mr. G. N. Beckwith assures me of the occurrence of this and 
the next two species. 

120. Anas obsoura. Black Duck; Dusky Duck. 
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121. Dafila acuta. Pintail. 

122. Querquedula carolinensis. Green-winged Teal. 
Migratory. 

12:1. Querqueduladiscors. Blue-winged Teal. 

More frequent than the last. 

124. Aix sponsa. Wnod or Summer Duck. 

Summer resident ; breeds. 

125. Fuligula marila. Scaup Duek; Black-head. 

Migratory ; usually abundant. 

126. Fuligula ferina americana. Red-head: Pochard. 
Probably migratory. 

127. Clangula albeola. Buffle-head Duck ; Butter-hall. 

Migratory ; common. 

128. Harelda glaciahs. Long-tailed Duek. 

On February 5, 1881, Mr. Harry Chambers shot a male of this 
species, on the cre.ek at Latrobe. It is the only instance of the 
occurrence of this maritime duck so far inland, so far as I am 
aware. 

129. Erismatura ruhida. Ruddy Duck. 
Migratory ; abundant in spring. 

130. Mergus merganser. Goosander; Fish Duck. 

Regularly migratory. 

131. Mergus serrator. Red-breasted Merganser. 
Migratory, occasional. 

132. Mergus cucullatus. Hooded Merganser. 
Irregularly migratory. 

LAKID-S1. 

133. Larus delawarensis. Ring-billed Gull. 

I have a specimen, shot on the Loyalhanna Creek, May 7, 1881. 
Other species of gulls doubtless visit our streams during migration. 

COLYMBIDJE. 

134. Colymbus torquatus. Loon ; Gt. Northern Diver. 
Migratory ; a few are shot every season by the gunners. 

PODICIPID-ffi. 

135. Podicipes cornutus. Horned Grebe. 

Rare ; Mr. Harry Chambers gave me a specimen which he shot 
on the Loyalhanna Creek. This is the only instance of its occur- 
rence that I can cite. 

136. Fodilymbns podicipes. Pied-billed Grebe; "Dipper." 

Resident ; well known to gunners everywhere. 



